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Videophones
Jetpacks
Flying cars
Airships
Utopian cities
World peace
Post-scarcity
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Space planes & tourists
Space stations & hotels
Cities in space
Moonbases
Robots
Artificial intelligence
The Metaverse



deviantart.com/technokoopa/art/United-Federation-of-Planets-Wallpaper-1-819899840





The Culture



Fully Automated 
Luxury Space 
Communism



Tekhnika – Molodezhi







Take a trip back in time to 
1979, when the future 
was a bright, shining place, 
full of amazing advances 
and wondrous ideas.





1980–2000
Solar, wind & wave power
Space mirrors
Electric cars
Airships
Machine vision & learning
Email & home automation
3D printing
3D TV & videoconferencing



2001–2050
Commercial fusion power
Space stations, hotels & habitats
Orbital solar power stations
Bases on Moon & Mars
Mining of Moon & asteroids
Orbital junkyard ring
Sea cities
Robot carers



2051–2100
Machine intelligence runs the world
All factory jobs automated
Terraforming of Mars & Venus begins
Vacuum-tunnel trains
Probe launched to nearby star
Fossil fuels exhausted
Space cities
Mining of Jupiter’s atmosphere
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WAR IS PEACE
FREEDOM IS SLAVERY

IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH



ALAMY



David Brauchli
Reuters



The 90s were such a remarkable time, an 
exciting time to be alive. It was a lot more 
loose. There was a sense of innocence.
The Soviet Union was gone. Climate 
change wasn’t on 99% of people’s minds 
and the big scandal was Bill Clinton having 
an extramarital affair.

Darren Aronofsky
theguardian.com/film/2025/aug/25/darren-aronofsky-memes-gags-ai-caught-stealing-tiktok-google-deepmind



People were looking forward to the new 
millennium. It was going to be The Jetsons.
It was going to be sci-fi.

We weren’t all living in a state of existential 
terror.

Darren Aronofsky
theguardian.com/film/2025/aug/25/darren-aronofsky-memes-gags-ai-caught-stealing-tiktok-google-deepmind
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Sci-Fi Author: In my book I invented the 
Torment Nexus as a cautionary tale

Tech Company: At long last, we have 
created the Torment Nexus from 
classic sci-fi novel Don't Create The 
Torment Nexus

Alex Blechman



Who Was the Future For?

It was for all



Who Is the Future For?

It is for a few



Dystopian Outlook

In fiction, fact & futures
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Jevons Paradox

Increased efficiency ⇒ 
Increased consumption





cepr.org/voxeu/columns/ais-power-grows-so-does-our-workday







Von Neumann machines



Probably only humans find the idea of 
Von Neumann machines frightening, 
because we half-understand — and even 
partially relate to — the obsessiveness of 
the ethos such constructs embody. 

Iain M Banks
vavatch.co.uk/books/banks/cultnote.htm



An AI would think the idea 
mad, ludicrous and — perhaps 
most damning of all — boring.

Iain M Banks
vavatch.co.uk/books/banks/cultnote.htm



Post-Scarcity

Everyone’s basic needs 
can be satisfied



We should have had a permanent human 
research station on the Moon by now.
But I am also in awe of what we have 
accomplished because fifty years ago, 
nobody imagined that we would have 
confirmed the detection of thousands of 
planets orbiting other stars.

Julie Novakova
forbes.com/sites/brucedorminey/2025/09/10/how-science-fiction-drives-humanitys-present-and-future





2025
Global satellite network
GPS
Artificial intelligence
Global information network
Handheld computing & communication
Videophones
Electronic money



2025
Solar, wind & tidal power
Electric cars
Space stations & telescopes
3D printing
Quantum computing & communications
Monorail and maglev trains
Space tourism



2025 (RIP)
Supersonic commercial flight
Space planes
The Metaverse
Smart glasses (e.g., Google Glass)
Consistent social progress
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In the metaverse, you’ll be able 
to do almost anything you can 
imagine — get together with 
friends and family, work, learn, 
play, shop, create.

Mark Zuckerberg
about.fb.com/news/2021/10/founders-letter



1992 Snowcrash

2003 Second Life

2021 Meta

1991 World Wide Web

1994 Amazon

2002 Yahoo Messenger
MSN Messenger

2005 Skype

2010 FaceTime

“Videophone”

2020 Covid-19



Kencf0618 CC BY-SA 3.0
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=17857442



Kencf0618 CC BY-SA 3.0
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=17857442

The future becomeS 
connected
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You may be able to find two people in your 
neighbourhood who feel the same way, 
but now you can connect with thousands 
of individuals who feel the same way [...], 
which leads to a misperception about 
what the consensus is in society.

Sander van der Linden
theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2025/sep/28/inside-the-everyday-facebook-networks-where-far-right-ideas-grow
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Infrastructure Networks, 
information networks
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The Way the Future 
Could Be
James & Kevlin





After more than 40 years of 
science fiction focussing on 
dystopias and doom, it's time to 
remind readers young and old that, 
in fact, the Future is STILL a place 
that holds hope and excitement.





From CloseD to Open

Displacement
 or addition?



neimagazine.com/advanced-reactors-fusion/chinas-tokamak-sets-new-record
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The space elevator will be 
built about fifty years after 
everyone stops laughing.

Arthur C Clarke





Welcome to the midpoint 
of the second decade of 
the 21st century, Human.
The solar system is 
waking up.

Charles Stross
Accelerando
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Change always comes later 
than we think it should.

Jean-Luc Picard



Change is more gradual 
than we think.



Change is cumulative.
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You don’t get video 
phones by setting out 
to build video phones.





We still have choice.

We still have agency.

The future is still ours.
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Be Excellent to Each Other
James & Kevlin
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