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• Studies Magnetic Reconnection

• 4 Identical Spacecrafts

• Observes the kinetic processes 
in the electron diffusion region
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• Advance our understanding 
of Earth's water and energy 
cycles

• Improve forecasting of 
extreme events that cause 
natural disasters

• Enhance our capabilities of 
using accurate data on 
precipitation to directly 
benefit society 

GLOBAL PRECIPITATION MEASUREMENT
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QUICK HISTORY – VESTO SLIPHER

• In 1912 Vesto Slipher measured what we call radial velocities 
from 25 spiral galaxies.

• He discovered that 21 of these galaxies displayed “redshift” with 
speeds as great as 2000 km/sec. Simply put this meant that 
galaxies are rapidly receding from us! But he did not have 
distances between these galaxies.



QUICK HISTORY – EDWIN HUBBLE

• Hubble continued the work of Vesto and was 
able to measure the distances between the 
galaxies studied. 

• Then by comparing the distances with the 
recession velocity it was discovered that the 
velocity got larger with distance. This was the 
Systematic Expansion of the Universe!
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