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Consumers (or their 
agents) request 
connections to 
producer streams 
through standard 
self-service interfaces. 
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Consumers (or their 
agents) do not need to 
actively request 
data—events are 
pushed to them as they 
are available. 
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Producers (or their 
agents) maintain control 
of what events are 
transmitted to whom, 
when. 
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Events are transmitted 
over the network using 
standard protocols, 
including 
to-be-determined 
protocols specifically 
designed for flow 
mechanics. 
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Sounds like PubSub…

HTTP + WebSocket (for example) would qualify,
if the other conditions are met.

Producer Consumer

Request Stream 
Connection

Stream Data
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What Flow Enables

A lower cost of integration
(standard interfaces and protocols)
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What Flow Enables

A rich solution ecosystem
(interoperable data flows)



Jevons Paradox:
“In economics, the Jevons paradox 
occurs when technological progress 
or government policy increases the 
efficiency with which a resource is 
used, but the falling cost of use 
induces increases in demand 
enough that resource use is 
increased, rather than reduced.”



If you lower the cost of 
integration by order(s) 
of magnitude, you will 
drive significantly more 
use of real time 
streaming integration.
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PROTOFLOWS



EDI

Credit: https://developer.walmart.com/doc/us/us-dsv-datatransfer/us-dsv-edi/



JMS



Amazon EventBridge



Getting to the 
World Wide 

Flow



Promising Interfaces and Protocols

Protocols:

Event Metadata Protocol:
CloudEvents

Wire Protocols:
HTTP
MQTT
AMQP
WebSockets

Interfaces:

Publish-Subscribe:
MQTT
NATS.io/Synadia
Kafka API
RabbitMQ API
Etc.

Subscription focused:
CloudEvents Subscription API
AsyncAPI

Discovery:
CloudEvents Discovery API
Google+Web



CloudEvents (Version 1.0.2)



AI will need the 
World Wide 

Flow



(And buy my book. 😉)




